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I N the gal |erieSZ Three-artist show by women focuses on

perspectives of the female form.

Review by Mark Jenkins, August 25, 2023, at 6:00 a.m. EDT

The Three Graces Through Sept. 2 at Zenith Gallery, 1429 Iris St. NW. zenithgallery.com.
202-783-2963.

Female nudes are employed to very different effect in the works of two of “The Three Graces,” a trio
of women artists new to Zenith Gallery.

There’s a sensuousness to the work of Barbara Baron Rubin, but it has nothing to do with flesh or
feathers. The artist arrays on black backdrops abstract patterns of three-dimensional 23-karat gold.
She occasionally introduces other colors, but her most striking works are just black and gold, the
latter molded and gleaming. Whether the metal takes the form of a distorted checkerboard or two
concentric circles joined by a slash, the patterns are dynamic and the color contrasts vividly.

Gene’s Dream Ego Dances Bez Gambit

Marija Djakovic employs a style influenced by early cubism to paint women who are often undraped
and usually solitary — save for a cat, a bird, or a plant or two. Mitzi Bernard tightly interlaces dozens
of photos of unclad women in girlie magazine poses into collages, where their willowy bodies become
strands of such nonhuman things as a horse’s mane or a bird’s plumage. Djakovic’s imagery is flat
and attenuated but heightened dramatically by color. Her “Animal Dream,” a show highlight, tints pink
skin with green, suffusing the entire composition with garden hues.


http://zenithgallery.com/

The Watcher My New Living Room Animal Dream

Bernard’s color schemes appear more naturalistic from a distance, but close inspection reveals that
the constituent swirls and squiggles are in many colors, including rosy thighs, red blossoms, and a
white-on-black Playboy logo. Bernard redefines the tiny pictures she assembles but leaves clues to
their origins.
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