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Featured artists at Zenith Gallery asks visitors to ponder ‘What's Real to You?’

By JASON WILLIAMS

Curem Comespandent

b Lall bromee Hgures that
punciure the gusel upper
Norhwest netghborbood of

Shepherd Park signal thal this
space B much more than a resa-
dence. As you pull up to the
Lemth Gallery, you are greeted
by ome o tw sculplure gandens
Ly this riclamed artisise reposilo-
.

Margery Goldberg's Zenith
Gallery has been a [D.C. arls sta-
ple for pearky i years. Ciold-
erg’s keen eve lor sculplures. and
sludio art can be Seen across the
caly, a8 she 1% curator for one
locaton i downtown DU, and
another at 1429 Ins 51 NW. A
the Ins Streel location, a new
exhabnl that opened |21 month
focuses on one of an’s lorgest
and mosd produclive movemenls
realism

Il you are thinking of the cli-
che ol a pooem full of paimers try-
iag Lo pe=create 3 bowl of il ar
a semi=nude model, ves, that 5
realism — but, mo, that 15 nist
what 15 om full digplay at this
exciting new exhibil “What's
Eeal o You?," which will be in
place through May 12, leatures
artisls Davis Morton, Bon
Schwerin and Ciavin Sewell movy-
ing the known o a new level of
Ay

Moron, Schwerm and Sewell
all beingg dalferent vankage poamls
1o their waorks and evoke vastly
dhifferent responges. The imerplay
between therr work B muted
because it 18 displayed alonjsside
the rest of Gialdberg's currenl col-
lection, but with some careful
eundance, the angential conned-
soms among the three artisis
o mare ald plain view

Ome of the ways Sewell's work
daffers 15 his incorporatnon of
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mixed media. There 18 a metallic
nearly golden Nnish on many of
the: works be has dsplayed. All
conlormed 10 a traditional canvas
ther twi-dimensionsl shgects give
the: works a depth and textune that
15 dilfacult o create olherwise
Sewell's take on realizm i3 Lar-
thesr oul on the spacimum than his
peers” views Yes, Lhese are
objects we know, bul has treat-
ment of them demands we look a1
theera o different wavs e
example vou should see for your-
sell 15 Sewell's “Frve Thousand
OpimignE. ™ The base @ $100
bill. Somewhat abscared by well-
placed overlays i3 Ben Franklin's
g, al the top and bablom oor-
ners, culvuld reveal machmelike
ilerworkng below the surface
The suggestion thal our currency
15 @ lool and & part of a bigger
i haivé 1% inescapable. Yel with
all the detuls, you ane drawn
back tme and agam o Frankhn's
eyies — a famaliar image thal new
seems much more calculating.
Ihere 15 a simalar armesting
glare 1in Morton's “The Stranger.”
IT & saregular tranl funs throwgh the
displaved work ol Davis Maorton,
1l i3 the incredible use of shadow
and muted lones. Morton caplures
people and often pars Lhem wath
treasured companns Lo show
their shared conmection. In “The
Stranger.” however, there 15 a
marror-hke comechon between
voursell and the painting. The
seene 15 a bar, whene several
patrans — rather than enpoying
their drninks — seem o be
engulfed by vems thal have
dravwn thesr sttention in several

different dinec-
tons. Al the
rear ol the ol
painling, a few
sl are
Lok, ol the
doar, as you
move cliser,
the bar s aaly
lemale guest 5
looking 1o the
left Then s
the center of
the image, a
single decently
dressed man
slares strarght
b where the
wigwer would
b slamding
Meither Inend-
ly mor fearful, his expression
lemids you Lo irndegane that & beal
lster he would tum s hesd back
Loy etther bis drnk or whatever it
15 that has caplured the consader-
abion of evervone else &1 ths pub

Last are the works of Ron
Schwernn, wha s more i the
wheelhowse of radisonal realism.
Schwernn has re-creatéd oal pannt-
s ol people 10 vanows apes of
dress, and the exhibal also features
has wextbook arcangements of s
and vegetables Snll, Schwerin
able 1o caplure the vibrancy ol
evaryday obgects and the vulnira-
ility of human subjects.

In “Cindy on Cireen Drape,”
yoi see the nude but tasiefully
covendd mindel, and then vou get
Liv g mibo the detasls of the work
amd the langer erall of reahsm. In
person you see the shimmer of
heir golden bracebels, the delicale-

Phastes oourbesy af Zenith Gallery
Davis Morton's “The Stranger” is part of an
exhibit on realism that continues through
Saturday at Zenith Gallery.

ness of her shoulder-length hair
raiming down the side of her neck,
and the nearly matching brown
hues of the sola she resis on and
her hair and brows. The painling
can be wken in 3% 4 conversalion
starter or just enjoved on the mer-
1% ol 1% execulion. Once aganm il
harkens back W the milsr b
pulls the ambence for a dieper
loisk

All of the works in collection
that Ciodidberg has assembled ane
up for sale. Already framed, the
prces range from $950 1o
512,000, Whether you are enjay-
ing for an’s sake or W sdd 10 vour
collecmon, 1l would be wise o
check oul “What's Real i You™
al the fenith Gallery belore o
closes this weekend

Thiz ariicle was produced by
arts momprnfil Day Eighr throwsgh
a paripership with The Cirrent.

WEDDING

May 14 -17 at 10:00pm, and May 18 at 10:30pm
on WETA TV 26 & WETA HD

ROYAL

WATCH

Watch The Royal Wedding
Live on Saturday, May 19
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